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Idaho LGBTQ Oral History Project 
 
This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Dennis Barrett 
 
Biography: Dennis Barrett was born into a religiously conservative family in 1948. He realized 
that he was gay while participating in his church’s music program. Barrett attended Kentucky 
State University and received a degree in Music Education. He taught for three years before 
moving to Idaho where he joined the Metropolitan Community Church. He officially came out in 
his late 20’s and became active in the establishment of a gay community in Boise. He was one of 
the founders of The Community Center and worked there for 8 years. He was also editor of “The 
Paper” for 6 years. The main goal of The Community Center and “The Paper” was to help others 
in the coming out process. Barrett worked in home healthcare/hospice for 20 years before 
retiring and settling in Star, Idaho. 
 
Keywords: Baptist, Shuckey’s, “Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell,” Adam Lambert, conservative, “The 
Paper” 
 
Interview date: 11/30/2011 
Interviewer: Matt Lurich 
Interview duration: 30:07 
City: Boise 
 
Timed Notation: 
00:28 Background/childhood 
01:48 Coming out 
05:22 Religion 
09:50 Technical difficulty 
10:00 Education background 
11:06 Community Center/The Paper 
14:26 Challenges as a gay 
15:41 Relationships 
17:06 Community acceptance 
18:45 Identification 
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19:15 Coming out advice 
22:45 Early life style 
25:00 Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell opinion  
26:00 Example of how times have progressed 
27:00 Role models 
28:00 Humor 
 
